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Solar Eclipse, Dec. 22, 1870. Mr. Joynson. 

Ditto ditto Mr. Dancer. 

Ditto ditto Rev. Dr. Robinson. 

Ditto ditto Mr. Prince. 

On a presumed new variable star in Orion . Rev. T. W. 
Webb. 

Spots in Plato. Mr. Birt. 

Solar Eclipse, Dec. 22, 1870. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


ditto 
Dec. 11, 1871. 
Dec. 22, 1870. 
ditto 
ditto 


Mr. Talmage. 

Lieut. Brown. 

Mr. Ragoonatha Chary. 
Prof. C. P. Smyth. 
Rev. S. J. Perry. 

Mr. Ranyard. 

Mr. Plummer. 


ditto 

On the change of colour in the Equatorial Belt of 
Jupiter . Mr. Browning. 

Work done at the Kew Observatory. Mr. De La Rue. 
Solar Eclipse, Dec. 22, 1870. Lord Lindsay. 

Ditto ditto Mr. Stainer. 

Ditto ditto Mr. Abbay. 

Ditto ditto Mr. Weston. 


List of Public Institutions and of Persons ivho have contributed to 
the Society's Library , fyc. since the last Anniversary . 

Her Majesty’s Government. 

Her Majesty’s Government in Victoria. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. 

Royal Society of London. 

Royal Society, Edinburgh. 

Royal Asiatic Society. 

Royal Irish Academy. 

Royal Geographical Society. 

Royal Institution. 

Royal United Service Institution, 

Geological Society. 

Photographic Society. 

Society of Arts. 

British Meteorological Society. 

British Association. 

Art-Union of London. 

Institute of Actuaries. 

British Horological Institute. 

The Zoological Society. 

Literary and Philosophical Society, Leeds. 
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Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. 
Birmingham Free Library Committee. 

Radcliffe Trustees. 

Royal Observatory, Dublin. ' 

Imperial Observatory, Paris. 

Imperial Observatory, Vienna. 

Imperial Observatory, St. Petersburg. 

Royal Observatory, Munich. 

Royal Observatory, Brussels. 

Royal Observatory, Berlin. 

Royal Observatory, Moncalieri. 

Observatory, Bonn. 

Observatory, Berne. 

Observatory, Christiania. 

Observatory, Cincinnati. 

Observatory, Coimbra. 

Observatory at San Fernando. 

Observatory, Collegio Romano. 

Observatory, Prague. 

Observatory, Sydney. 

United States Naval Observatory. 

United States Government. 

United States Naval Department. 

L’Academie des Sciences de l’lnstitut de France. 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, Vienna. 

Imperial Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg. 
Royal Academy of Sciences, Berlin. 

Royal Academy of Sciences, Gottingen. 

Royal Academy of Sciences, Munich. 

Royal Academy of Sciences, Brussels. 

Royal Academy Turin. 

Royal Institute of Lombardy. 

Royal Institute, Palermo. 

Imperial Society, Cherbourg. 

Academy of Sciences, Batavia. 

Physical Society, Berlin. 

Royal Society, Copenhagen. 

Astronomische Gesellschaft, Leipsig. 

Royal Society, Leipsig. 

Academy of Sciences, Bologna. 

University of Kasan. 

American Philosophical Society. 

American Association. 

American Academy of Natural Sciences. 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Franklin Institute. 

Canadian Institute. 

Editor of the Athenaeum. 

Editor of the Student. 

Editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science. 
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Editors of Silliman’s Journal. 
Editor of Nature. 

Editor of the Electric Telegraph. 
Editor of Scientific Opinion. 
Editor of the English Mechanic. 
Editor of Cosmos. 


E. Abbatt, Esq. 

G. B. Airy, Esq. 

W. H. Archer, Esq. 
Prof. Bashforth 

J. G Barclay, Esq. 
M. Bechaux. 

H. Breen, Esq. 

Dr. Bruhns. 

Dr. F. Brunnow. 

G. F. Chambers, Esq. 
Don S. Clavijo. 

Dr. Crozier. 

J. N. Dempsey, Esq. 
Sig. F. Denza. 

S. M. Drach, Esq. 

R. J. L. Ellery, Esq. 
M. C. Flammarion. 
Dr. Foerster. 

Dr. Francis. 

Prof. A. Gautier. 

Sig. G. Gorresio. 

S. Gorton, Esq. 

Dr. B. A. Gould. 

J, Hartnup, Esq. 

M. W. G. Hankel. 
Dr. P. A. Hansen. 

J. Herapath, Esq. 

M. A. Heisch. 

M. C. Holmboe. 

M. K. Hornstein. 

D. Kirkwood, Esq. 

M. Krabbe. 

W. Ladd, Esq. 

M. Laussedat. 

M. Yon Littrow. 


Prof. E. Loomis. 

M. Lorenz. 

E. J. Lowe, Esq. 

M. H. Mohn. 

M. A. Moller. 

Prof. Benj. Peirce. 

F. C. Penrose, Esq. 

Dr. Peters. 

Capt. A. Phelps. 

O. Pihl, Esq. 

Prof. Plantamour. 

R. A. Proctor, Esq. 

Prof. Quetelet. 

The late Rev. J. B. Reade, 
M. Reslhuber. 

M. Respighi. 

M. Rivard. 

W. A. Rogers, Esq. 

Sig. A. Romano. 

M. E. Schubert. 

Sig. Schiaparelli. 

Prof. Secchi. 

Capt. Settimani. 

Prof. C. P. Smyth. 

M. A. Stein. 

M. J. Thomsen. 

Prof. Tacchini. 

Chas. Todd, Esq. 

M. C. R. Unger. 

C. B. Yignoles, Esq. 

Col. Walker. 

Mr. J. Williams. 

Dr. R. Wolf. 

Prof. C. A. Young. 
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1 

loo i 

'r't The President, after the conclusion of the reading of the 
Igfceport of the Council, rose to offer a few observations to the 
■gneeting. He said :—- 

In making the announcement that your Council have not this 
^year been able to recommend the usual award of a Gold Medal, 
I feel confident you will not attribute the cause to their being 
unable to find any worthy recipient of it. If that had been the 
case some ground would have been afforded for the apprehension 
that the pursuit of the science of astronomy was becoming languid, 
or followed with less ability. I am happy to say, however, that 
the cause is a very different one, suggesting rather congratulation 
than regret. 

The mutual dependence of the sciences upon each other has 
been often remarked, and astronomy has, especially of late, been 
materially aided in its progress by votaries of other sciences. 
Thus, some discoveries in astronomy of late years, have scarcely 
been altogether due to the purely astronomical labourer ; and we 
have had instances in which two or more observers in different 
departments of science have united in the pursuit of a common 
object. In these joint labours it is difficult to apportion degrees 
of merit; and your Council, desirous to recognise to the full this 
collateral aid, have found it impossible on this occasion to select 
any individual so pre-eminently distinguished by his own 5 inde¬ 
pendent researches, that they could recommend the Society to 
bestow its reward upon him, without danger of doing injustice 
to others. 

This difficulty has repeatedly suggested to your Council the 
desire to bestow a joint medal; but, as the bye-laws of the 
Society do not appear distinctly to contemplate or sanction such 
a proceeding, the question has arisen, whether the Society might 
not on a fitting occasion take into consideration whether or not it 
would be desirable to introduce any modification of the law 
relative to the annual award of their Medal. 

There is another subject on which, if I may be permitted, I 
would desire to say a few words. 

It seems still to be a matter of doubt in the minds of some 
astronomers, how many satellites ought to be appropriated to the 
planet Uranus. I venture to think that this is a point worthy 
of determination with all possible certainty ; especially as it may 
be supposed that with the telescopes we now possess, the requisite 
observations would neither be very protracted nor extremely 
difficult. 

The long delay which has prevented the completion of the 
mounting of Mr. NewalFs great refractor is much to be re¬ 
gretted ; as that telescope may be presumed to be especially fitted, 
and fully competent for the solution of this problem. The planet 
lias already begun to descend in Northern Declination, and the 
apparent (or projected) orbits of the satellites to close; though, 
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in both respects, its position is still highly favourable, and the 
satellites may be seen in every part of their orbits. 

The additional testimony of some competent observer, fur¬ 
nished with a telescope sufficient for the work, would be, I cannot 
help thinking, worth the very moderate amount of time and 
labour it would require. 


The Meeting then proceeded to the election of the Officers 
and Council for the ensuing year, when the following Fellows 
were elected: — 

President: 

William Lassell, Esq. F.R.S. 

Vice-Presidents: 

J. C. Adams, Esq. M.A. F.R.S., Lowndean Professor 
of Astronomy, Cambridge. 

G. B. Airy, Esq. M.A. F.R.S., Astronomer Royal. 

A. Cayley, Esq. M.A. F.R.S., Sadlerian Professor of 
Geometry, Cambridge. 

Rev. Robert Main, MA. F.R.S., Radcliffe Observer. 
Treasurer: 

Samuel Charles Whitbread, Esq., F.R.S. 

Secretaries 
Edwin Dunkin, Esq. 

William Huggins, Esq. LL.D. D.C.L. F.R.S. 

Foreign Secretary: 

Lieut.-Col. Alexander Strange, F.R.S. 

Council: 

John Browning, Esq. 

J. Buckingham, Esq. 

Thomas W. Burr, Esq. 

Warren De La Rue, D.C.L. F.R.S. 

E. B. Denison, Esq. D.C.L. Q.C. 

George Knott, Esq. 

J. Norman Lockyer, Esq. F.R.S. 

Captain William Noble. 

F. G. Penrose, Esq., M.A. 

Rev. Charles Pritchard, M.A. F.R.S., Savilian 
Professor of Astronomy, Oxford. 

R. A. Proctor, Esq. B.A. 

Balfour Stewart, Esq. M.A. LL.D. F.R.S 
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